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SUB J : FIELD ARMIES TOLD TO ACCEPT PROVINCIAL PARTY LEADERSHIP 

SUMMARY. THERE IS A POSSIBLE NEW DIRECTIVE ON CIVILIAN AUTHORITY 
OVER THE MILITARY WHICH, IF CARRIED OUT, COULD SIGNIFICANTLY 
FURTHER WEAKEN REGIONAL COMMANDERS. SUCH A MOVE WOULD LIKELY 
BE PART OF A MAIOR READJUSTMENT OF THE NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
ARRANGEMENT. END SUMMARY. 

1. A CIRCULAR ISSUED RECENTLY BY THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 
OF THE TSINAN MILITARY REGION (MR) STATES: "IN CARRYING OUT 
WORK IN THE VARIOUS LOCALITIES, ALL FIELD ARMIER MUST CONSCIOUSLY 
ACCEPT THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PROVINCIAL CCP COMMITTEE.... 

POERIODICALLY SENDING WORK REPORTS TO THEM AND REQUESTING INSTRUCTION 
FROM THEM" SHANGUNG BROADCAST DEEMBER 16). IN ADDITION, PLA 
PARTY COMMITTEES ARE INSTRUCTED TO "HELP THE COMMANDERS" 

IN FURTHER STRENGTHENING THEIR CONSCIOUSNESS OF "OBEYING THE 
LOCAL PARTY AND REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEES". THE DIRECTIVE STATES 
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FOR MILITARY DUTIES. 

2. COMMENT. FIELD ARMIES ARE NORMALLY SUBORDINATE TO THE 
MR COMMANDERS IN BOTH POLITICAL AND MILITARY WORK. TO OUR 
KNOWLEDGE THIS IS THE FIRST TIME, AT LEAST IN RECENT YEARS, THAT 
FIELD ARMIES HAVE BEEN SPECIFICALLY TOLD TO TAKE THEIR 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM PROVINCIAL PARTY COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP IN 
CARRYING OUT ALL BUT STRICTLY MILITARY ASSIGNMENTS. (THE 
NOVEMBER 13 PEOPLE'S DAILY ARTICLE ON THE PLA FORESHADOWED THIS 
BY STATING GENERALLY THAT, IN LOCAL AREAS, THE MILITARY MUST 
OBEY THE CENTRALIZED LEADERSHIP OF THE LOCAL PARTY COMMITTEE- 
HONG KONG 12550.) THE MAIN THRUST OF THIS DIRECTIVE, IF 
SUCCESSFULLY CARRIES OUT. WOULD BE TO WEAKEN THE AUTHORITY OF 
THE MR COMMANDERS.. A LONG SOUGHT-AFTER PARTY GOAL- AS IT 
STRENGTHENED THE ROLE OF THE PROVINCIAL PARTY COMMITTEES. 

THIS. IN TURN, WOULD LIKELY BE A PARTY OF A MAJOR READJUSTMENT 
OF THE NATIONAL LEADERSHIP. 
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